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®oTtorpaduja Ha NPETXOJHOj CTPAHHU:
Moctmaska usnoxoe

DAMNATIO MEMORIAE

Jorahaj koju je ydp3ao HEMWHOBHWM Hanag HauucTvuke Hemauke, dawwuctvuke HMtanuje u
FMXOBHX CaBE€3HUKA HA Kpa/beBHHY JyrociaBujy, a CAaMUM TUM U YHULLTERE 3Aatba U 30MpkK HapoaHe
oubnuoteke Cpduje y beorpaay, duno je npuctynamwe KpamesuHe Jyrocnasuje TpojHom naxry, 25.
mapta 1941. roguHe y beuy.

,Pat je duo Hewnsbexan”, 3anucao je, cehajyhu ce gorahaja Koju cy ce oaurpaBanu TUX AaHa,
ynpasHuk [lparocnas Unuh. Hberose peun oapakaBane cy CypoBy PeanHOCT U CAyTHY OMACHOCTH
KOja C€ HEYMMUTHO NpudavKasana.

Henpujatesb je roMrnao KOMHEHE W Bas3dylHe Tpyne Ha rpaHyuama KpasbeBWHE JyrocnaBuje.
YBp3aHo je npyunpemaH Hanaj Ha 3emsby UMju Cy rpahanu, HeABOCMHCIEHO W De3 3aapLuke, 0adWnu aa
MOCTaHy €0 caBe3a Ap»KaBa Koju je EBponu v cBeTy Beh HEKONMKO rogrMHA JOHOCHO CMPT, CTPaLake
Jby[IM, YHULITABakE MAaTEpPHjaHUX J0Dapa W KynTypHor Hacneha.

JenaH oa rnaBHUX LWBEBA NpeacTojehux HenpujaTe/bCkUxX Ba3aywWHUX yaapa duna je jyrocnose-
HCKa npectoHuua, beorpaa, koju cy BracTM npornacune ,,0TBOPEHUM rpagom”. Ha BojHMM manama
HenpujaTe/bCKUX WTadoBa Koju Cy, ynpkoC MehyHapOAHMM KOHBEHLMjaMa O 3adpaHW Hanaja Ha
Hace/beHa MeCTa ca CTaTyCoM ,,0TBOPEHOT rpaja”, Npunpemany BULLEAHEBHO DombdapaoBamwe cTape
€BPOMCKe NpecToHuLe Ha odanama Case v [lyHaBa, Kao Uu/b KOjH je Tpedano YHULWTHUTH Hanasuno ce
W 30ame Ha aapecy Kocanurhes BeHau dp. 12. buna je 1o 3rpaaa y kojoj ce Taaa, Beh nyHux ABagecert
roavHa, Hanasuna Hapoana dudnuoreka Cpbuje.

M He nomuubajyhu na je wUX0OBa ycTaHoBAa Morna ja Oyae jeaHa oj MeTa Henpujatebckor
Hanaja dudn1oTeUKO 0CODBE YMHMIO j& HAMOPE KAKO DM 3aLUTUTHIO HENPOLIEHHBE CETMEHTE 3DMPKH
OpHAHUBMBO MPUKYM/bAHKUX AYyXKe o[ jeaHor ctoneha. Hajsehe aparoueHocTH, pyKonucHe Kibure, dune
Cy 3anakoBaHe y 38 OKOBaHUX IMMEHMX CaHAYKA; CBAKK 0f kHX je dro Texkun o 80 kunorpama. Crape
U PETKE KHUIe, MACMA U 4aCOMUCH 3anpemane cy 22 OkoBaHa TMMeHa caHayka. HoBuHe W yaconucu
KOjH, 300r popmata, HUCY MOI/IH y HHKX a CTaHy, 3aNakOBaHK Cy y NOCedHe KapTOHCke omoTe. 3a
eBaKyauHujy je, akne, dbvuno npunpembeHo ceera 60 OKOBaHKWX CaHAyKa Ca APAroueHOCTMMA, Kao U
Heno3Hat dbpoj cepujckux nydnuvkaumja seher opmarta.
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HUctospemeHo, TexHHuKo oaemwere Ynpase rpaga beorpapa je, 3a notpede dwusnuke 3awrute
HauuoHanHor doHAaa, 0de3desnno 1 4oNPemMUIo JBa KAMHOHA NECKa U Kpeya.

KoHauHo, 31. mapTa yBeue, U3 MHUHUCTApPCKOT CaBeTA CTUIao je aKT Ca MHCTPYKLMjaMa 3a EBaKyaLujy
Koja je buna npensuhena 3a 10. anpun. Ynpasuuk Wnuh je, 1. anpuna npe noaHe, odaBectHo
M#uHHCTapcTBO NpocBeTe Aa Cy AparoLeHOCTH CMpPEMHE 3a eBaKyauujy. TOKOM WCTOr AaHa, wed
Mobdunusaumjckor oaceka MUHUCTApCTBA NPOCBETE HAjaBHO je ynpaBHUKY Manhy aa cy eBakyauuja
aparoueHoctv Hapoane dudnuoteke Cpduje 1 BHUXOBO U3MELLTAE Y MAHACTUP brnarosewTewe y
OByYapCcKko-KadnapCKoj KIMCYypH NIAHWPAHH 3@ KACHE BEYEPHE CATE 3. anpuia MK paHo jyTpo HapeaHor
AaHa. KacHuje ucror aaHa, mehytum, npeacesHHk MMHUCTApCKOT CaBeTa, apMHjCKK reHepan Jyuian
Cumosurh, notnrcao je Hapeady o 3adpanu eBakyaumje beorpana; Hapeada ce 0AHOCHNA HA KHTEJbE,
HaJNIELWTBA U YCTAHOBE.

PaHo yjyTpy 3. anpuna fowo je A0 U3HEHALHOT NpeoKpeTa. YNpaBHULM Haj3HaYajHHjUX YCTAHOBA
KynType v [Ip)KaBHE WTamnapuje No3BaHW Cy Ha XMTaH cacTaHak KoJ MMHUCTpa npocsete Munowa
TpudyHosrha Koju MM je KpaTKO CAOoMIUTHO AA je JOHETa OANyKa a Ce Of4yCTaHe 0j eBaKkyauuje
AparoLeHoCTH, Te Aa CBE Tpeda Aa OCTaHE Ha CBOM MECTY.

Pekao je:

Munuctuap 6ojcke He MOXe ga gd HU jegHa Koad, HU jegaH ealoH. Cee mMopa ga ocuiaHe
osge. To he dutiu kao 1915. lNokopena Cpduja, a ojcka he oluhu eaH ipanuya. Kaxo
xohettie ga ce cge Wo cenu kag he 6naga Moxga umaiiu ceeia gea agUuoHda Ha pacuonoMxery
ga oge?

O atmocgepu u ocehajy decnomohHOCTH y TUM TpEHYLMMA CBEAOYMO je W 3anuc [lparocnasa
Wnuha npema Kojem cy ce NpUCYTHH OyHunu, Gpoiecitieo8anu, 00jauinasany ga ce He pagu 0 HEKoj ceodu
8aH 3eMJ/be, HETO 0 HAjOOUUHUjeM 30pUrbasdrey. Ja cam odjawirasdao Upunuxe y 3ipagu, Hemare mpe3opd,
3Haudj CWApUHA Koje moly HeilogpaitiHo upouaciiu. Ociwianu cy Upoweciigosdany 3a €80ja HAgnewwed.
Huwiia Huje tiomoino. Metuitie y ogpyme, 30puruitie Kako 3xaiue. Ca ium HAc je [MUHUcttap pocseide
Munow Tpugyrosuh — apum. /1. P.] ommiyciauo.

CBe 1WITO je NpeocTano ynpaBHUKY W HErOBUM CapagHWLMMa OWIo je Aa mocTyne y ckiagy ca
HapehewemM MUHUCTPA W Aa CAMOCTA/IHO MOKYLIAjy A3, Y OKBUPY 3a4aTHUX OrpaHWyera, 3alTute
HAaUMOHANHW (POHA 0 eBeHTya/lHe paTHE OMACHOCTH. Y 3[aky HaluWOoHaNHe DUDIMOTEKe je uMTaBe
HOhK pacnonoKMBo 0CODbE MPEHOCHNIO y CyTEPeH YKYNHO 60 OKOBAHMX JIMMEHHMX CaHAyKa Ca
HajsehiMmM aparoueHoCcTUMa.

CytepeHcke npocTtopuje dune cy usrpaheHe oa uurana v Beoma nautke. 1o cBegouerwy camor
ynpaBHWKA CYTEPEH CE HANAa3MO0 HAa KOTH KOja je drna CBera jefjaH MeTap HWXa 04 HUBOA YAHLE.

Kako je y nmoTnyHOCTM duna npekuHyTa CBaka Be3a Ca MHHWCTApCTBOM MpOCBETe, Kao M Ca
CMO/bHUM CBETOM KOJjH j€ MILYEKMBAO HANaA Henpujatesba, ynpasHuk Manh pewwro je aa Ha CBOjy pyKky
HewWTo npeay3me He O au cnacao Hajsehe aparoueHocTW. byayhu fa je 4yXXHOCT NOTNYKOBHMKA Ha
nonoxajy weda CaodbpahajHor oaceka MasHor heHepanwTtada Taga odbasmwao Xusojun Pagojuunh,
Opar dbudnuotekapa Hopha Cn. Pagojuurha, ynpaBHUK je BOjHUM BNaCTUMA YNyTHO aKT KOJUM MX je
MPEKIHMHAO 4a OPYXKAHE CHAre NOMOrHyY y CnacaBaky PETKOCTH HALMOHANHE drubnnoTeke.

HapegHor aaHa, y cyboty 5. anpuna, oko 21 cat, hophe Cn. Pagojuurh je nobro odasewtemne aa cy
BOJHE B/1aCTH 0J0DpH/IE aHTAXXOBAKE JEAHOI KAMUOHA U JECET BOjJHWKA KAKo OM y Heaeswy, 6. anpuna,
y 10 catv npe nogHe, CaHAyUMW Ca APAroLEeHOCTUMA DWAKM MpEHETH 0 KenesHuuke ctaHuue beorpas
| M yKpuaHHW y TpM BaroHa MOCEdHE BOJHE MKENE3HWYKE KOMMO3MWUMjE KOja je Tpedano Aa Hanycrt
NPEeCTOHULY Y NOHeAe/baK 7. anpuna y 7 catv v 43 muHyTa. buno je HapeheHo aa ce TMM BaroHUma
JPparoueHOCTH NPEHECY [0 XKENE3HHUKE CTaHULUE JeneH-a0 ko loxere HakoH yera du yctaHoBa cama
npey3ena OAroBOPHOCT 3a HHUXOB TPAHCMOPT A0 MaHacTupa bnarosewrewa y OBUapcko-kadnapckoj
K/IUCYpPH.

JenrHO WITO je NpeocTano duno je aa ce yeka.

JlaH Tpareauje 0CBaHyoO je Beaap M NpoxiajaH.

YnpaBHuk Mnvh v capasHuuM Hawnu cy ce y 3aamwy Ha KocaHunhesom BeHuy Beh oko 6 catv v 20
MHHYTA yjyTpy. BKno je nnaHWpaHo fa KAMHUOH U BOjHULM NPUCTHTHY 0KO 10 cath kako O1 yToBapuau
CaHAYKE W NPEBE3/IU UX 10 MPECTOHUYUKE XKENEe3HUUKE CTAHHULE. YMECTO OUEKMBAHHWX BOJHHKA U KAMHOHA,
Haj rMaBama yrialeHWX 1 Tek NpodyheHux KuTesba MaBHOT rpaja 3a4yy/u Cy Ce 3ByLH BHLLE CTOTHHA
HEenpHjaTe/bCKUX IOBAYKMX aBUOHA U Dombapaepa.

Otnoueno je suweaHesHo dbombapaosare beorpasa.

buro je To yBOA y HEMWIOCPAHO YHULUTABAKE CTAPE EBPOMNCKE MPECTOHMLIE U YUTABOT jyrOCIOBEHCKOT
KPa/beBCTBA.

H3buo je par.

[NpBu Ba3nywHy Hanag Ha beorpaa Tpajao je oa oko 6 catv v 50 MUHYTa A0 0KO 9 caTw.

Ycnen pasopHor domdapaoBawa Aena rpaja y HenocpenHoj OKOAMHW HAuWOHanHe dudnuoteke,
JOLU/O A0 MyLaka CTakana Ha Camoj 3rpaau, Kao W Ao owrehera ApBeHapuje v fena acagHe nnacTuke.



Tokom apyror Ba3aywHor Hanaja, OkoarHa DMdIMoTEKE HUje Duna npeamer bomdapaoBama.

Tek y Tpehem Ba3ayLIHOM HaneTy, 4O KOjer je JOoLW0 UCTOT AdHa, udmehy 15 catu 1 30 muHyTa n 18
cati, bombappaosat je 1 Kocanuvhes BeHal. Henpujate/sCki aBUOHH Cy JOAETANM U3 npasua Benukor
paTHOT OCTPBA W 3ana/bMBUM NPOJEKTUIMMA 3aCHMMNANMU YATAB KBAPT Y KOME CE€ Hana3naa HaLMOHAIHA
bubnnoteka. NahaH je aeo npectoHuue y HenocpenHoj dnusunu Matpujapwmje Cpncke NpaBoCiaBHE
upkse (ocum Tor odjekra), cee Ao Bapow kanuje, Odunuhesor BeHua, bpaHkose u Kapahophese
ynuue.

Y TOoM Ba3gylWwHOM Hanety mnoroheHo je W camo 3aawe HapoaHne ©dudnuoteke Cpbduje.
Ha ocHoBy cBegouaHCTaBa 0O4eBMAALA, TO Ce Aoroanno oko 15 catv v 30 muHyTa.

JlparoueHo cBefouyaHCTBO O yHUwTewy HapoaHe dbubnuoteke Cpduje octasuo je ap Papocnas
[pyjuh, ynpasHuk Myseja Cpncke upkse, y TO Bpeme cmewTeHor y KoHaky KHeruwe Jbybuue, y
borojasmeHckoj ynuum dp. 8 (naHawmwoj Yamuu Cume Mapkosuha). Onucyjyhu Kako je cam ycneo
Aa yracu 3anasbuBy bomOy Kojy je npoHaluao y ABOpHLITY My3eja HENOCPeHO MO 3aBPLIEHOM HaNeTy
HEMAYKMX aBUOHA OKO 16 CaTH, CMOMEHYO j€e W BEIMKH MOXKap KOjH CE Yy TOKY HOhMW pacnnamcasao 13
npasua HapogHe dudnuoteke Cpduje.

Y paHo jyTpo 7. anpuna, [pyjuh ce Halao npes camom HaUMOHATHOM dUDAHOTEKOM.

U Toiioso kao okameroeH citido cam kag cam yineqgao ga e topu I'paguuko ogeneroe [pmasHe
wihamiapuje Heto 6aw HapogHa Oudnuoiwiekd. To ¢y mu dunu Hajidexu WpeHymuu,
Koje cam hpexueeo 3a epeme uenol bomdapgosarea beoipaga. Y momenitly kaga cam ja
gowao tpeg budnuottexy olar je 8eh yHuwiuo 6uo ueo 3agrwu geo budnuoitexe dpema
3agapckoj Ynuuu, ia ce ciiyciauo u y dogpyme 4og wum geaom, anu jow Huje duo apogpo
y cyiiepeH fpegrel gena. Kako cam 31ao ga ce pyxkoucu, UHKyHadyne u ciiapa apxued,
gakne cée OHO HAwie HAPOGHO ONAT0 KOje Ce He MOXKE HAGOKHAGUITU, HANA3UAA HA cpaily
apegrel gena, wo cam 10080 u30e3ymweH og dona doipudo dpema Bapow Kaiuju, He
Ou U Kola Hawao ga mMu HomoiHe Hahu eatpoliacue, ga oOu ce CAAcno wio ce jow caaciu
moino. [...] Te Hohu, Hosu oiare pactinamcado ce y ociwauuma bubnuoiiexe, doguuidao je u 'y
cyepeH pegrel gena u 1opeo je ueny Hoh, a cyiwipagar (wipehu gaH), Kag cam gowdo Ha
3lapuwiidie, eeh je cee U3iopeno OUNo U BUGEO ce CAMO BeUKA HACAATA 0g HAPA HAPOGHOT
gyxo8HoI Onaia, ckytbaHol u uysavol y HapogHoj dubnuoteyu suuie 0g jegHol 8eKd.

Ha ocHOBY 0BHX CBeJOUEHA, Ad C€ 3aK/by4MTH J1a je 3rpaja doudnuoreke Hajnpe noroheHa jejHOM
3ana/tuBOM DOMDOM, HajBuLIe ABEMA, KOje Cy MpPOLIE KPO3 KPOB Yy 3aAmEM AENy 3rpaje, kao u
Aa je BaTpa Ayro Tumwana noj Kposom. [lpojektune je duno moryhe HeyTpanucaTty 3aTpnaBarbem
MEeCKOM KOjH je Do DnaroBpemMeHo gonpemsbeH. [oTowH noxap mMorao je y 3a4eTky OWMTH yralueH u
NMPUPYYHUM CPEACTBMMA KOja Cy OA noyeTka 1941. roguue duna cmewTeHa Ha TaBaHy, a, HaXanocT,
Yy THM IpaMaTHYHHUM TPEHYLIMMA, Y HALIMOHAIHOj DMDIMOTELM H1je DMO HUKOTA A TO YYHHHM.

PasopHu noxap, “3a3eBaH 3ana/bMBUM MPOJEKTUIMMA KOjUMA je 3rpaja noroheHa y Hegemwy 6.
anpuna oko 15 catv v 30 MHHYTa, pacnaamcao ce ucTor aaHa oko 18 catu. byayhu na Tokom Tor, kKao
HW CBMX HAPEAHWUX [aHA, HUKO HWJE MPUCTYNHO rallehy NOXKapa, OH J& Y MOTNYHOCTH YTUXHYO TEK Y
cpeny 9. anpwvna.

Motreun bomdapaoBarwa HapogHe dudnunoreke Cpbuje mory ce, npe ceera, TPaXKMTH y CamMoj CPXH
naeonoruje HauucTmuke Hemauke y pasgodmy og 1933. go 1945. roguHe. PacHa Teopuja, BpeMeHOM
KOAU(HUKOBAHA YATABUM HH30M 3aKOHCKMX MPOMKCA, 3aCHWBANA Ce, Nopej OCTasor, Ha UAejU Aa je
apujeBcKa paca CynepvopHa y ogHocy Ha cse apyre. CneacTtBeHO TOME, NPUNAAHULM APYrHMX paca,
OJHOCHO Hauwuja, OMBanM Cy NpeaMeT NpUTBAapaka, MPOroHAa, AenopTauMja U UCTped/berka, A0K
jé CBaKW MATEPHjalIHK, UCTOPHJCKH W KyITypHHU Tpar HUXOBOI NMOCTOjaka NOCTajao ,JeruTMman”
LM/b HEMAUKMX BACTH, HEHUX OPYKAHUX W APYrMX BOjHUX hopmaumja. Y cknagy ca THM HAYMHOM
MHULLbEHA, KyITypHA dawwTiHa d1Bana je n/baukaHa, MIaHCKK YHULITABAHA, HE CAMO TOKOM OPYXKaHHX
cykoda, seh 1y neproguma okynauuje. Y Tome Tpeda TparkutH pasnore 300r Kojux ce 3narwe HapoaHe
dubnuoteke Cpduje Hawwno mehy ,NerHTUMHUM" PAaTHUM LIW/bEBUMA.

1o CBMM CBOjUM KapaKTEPUCTUKAMA, KA0 U MO CTPABUYHWUM NOCNEAULLAMA, BULLEAHEBHH Ba3ayLLIHH
Hanaj Ha beorpaa npeacrasbao je paTHU 3N104MH MPOTHUB LMBMAHOT CTAHOBHHULUITBA, MATEPHjATHUX
podapa v KynTypHe daluTHHE.

HakoH c1oma HauucTHuke Hemauke, reHepan-nykoBHUMK Anekcanaep Jlep npesao ce dpuTaHCKum
Tpynama Koje Cy ra u3pyuusie ynpaso BAacTMUMa APXKABE HA UWjOj je TEPUTOPHjU MOYMHHO HajBehe
paTHe 3n04rHe. TOKOM CBefoYeHa npej 0UUMpUMa JyrocnoBEHCKE apMHuje, MOYETKOM Maja 1945.
roguHe, y Kynuueuy koa 3arpeda, Jlep je Harnacvo aa my je Hapehewe ga ce beorpan paspyum
U330 JIMYHO XHUTIED.

Y tipsom Hanetdy wipedano je ga cpywumo Hapogry dubnuoitiexy, da wiex 0HGA OHO W0
J€ 30 HAC 8OJHUUKU OUIO UHITIEPECAHIUHO, KA3aO0 je Jlep TOM NPHUIUKOM.



Ha nutawe usHeHaheHux jyrocnoBeHckWx oduuMpa 3awTo daw HapoaHy dubnvoteky Cpoduje,
0JIrOBOpPHMO j€:
3aiwio wiko je y Woj yCWAHOBU CAUYB8AHO OHO WIHO je 8EKOBUMA UUHUNO KyNilypHU
ugeHmutme wor Hapoga.

ToM H3jaBOM, OTKIOHEHA j€ U MoCNeSha CyMba Y MOTHMBE WM Pa3nore MOAWTHYKOr M BOJHOT BpXa
HaUMCTHUKe Hemauke 3a NIaHCKO YHUILTEHE CPNCKE HAaLMOHanHe brudnrotexe.

MowTyjyhu npaBHu npuHumn no kome Forum patriae victimae moxe dUTWM HagnexaH aa cynu,
JYrOCIOBEHCKM BOjHM CyA ca ceauwTem y beorpagy cnposeo je cyhewe reHepan-nykoBHUKY
HeKaLaLWHbE HALUCTHUKE aBHjaumnje Anekcanaepy Jlepy v U3pekao My CMPTHY KasHy.

OAroBOPHOCT 33 YHHLUTEHE HALMOHANHOT (POHAA MOXE Ce AedWHHUCATH HA HEKOIMKO HWBOA.
[MprMapHy OArOBOPHOCT HOCE MOJIMTHYKM W BOJHM BPXOBM HauucTHuke Hemauke, dawmMcTuuke
HUTanvje u wHUXOBMX CaBe3HMKA KOJU Cy, De3 oDjaBe paTa, OTMOYENM OpYyKAHA [€jCTBA MPOTHB
KpameBuHe Jyrocnasuje, BULLIEJHEBHUM DOMDApA0OBaeEM HEHOT raBHor rpasa. O4roBopHOCT CHoce
MU MHUHUCTPHU npoceeTe Kpa/beBUHE JyrociaBuje KOjU Cy rOAMHAma WrHOPHUCAnW anene ynpaBHHUKA
HaponHe dudnuoteke Cpduje na ce npucTyny nogusamwy HAMEHCKOT 34akba 3a NOTpede Te ycTaHoBe
KyAType, OGHOCHO [1a Ce 00e3dee HEONXOAHH YCI0BH 3a UyBake HaLMOHANHOT (hoHaa. UcToBpemeHo,
JNEeNMMHUYHY OArOBOPHOCT CHOCe W ynpaBHWK [lparocnas Unuh v ocodme 360r ogpehennx nponycra
YUHHEHHUX YOUH H3DMjarba paTHHUX AEjCTaBa, Kao MU TOKOM camor bomdapaosata.

[MprmapHy 0AroBOpHOCT 3a yHUwTewe HapogHe dudnuoteke Cpduje Ha KocanunheBom BeHLy
CHOCE MONMTUYKK W BOJHU BpPX HAuucTtHuke Hemauke. BpojHU HUCTOPHjCKK HM3BOPH yKasyjy Aa Je
M3HEHAAHHW OPYXaHW Hanaja Ha Kpa/beBWHY Jyrocnasujy, Koju je noyeo 6. anpuna 1941. roguxe, 3a
UMb MMAO0 HE CaMO hEH BOjHHU nopas, Beh 1 CypoBO, HEMUIOCPAHO KaXKibaBathe [PHKABE U HEHWUX
rpahaHa Koju Cy, CBEra HEKOMKO AaHa Npe Tora, Ha CMMDOONMYAH HAUYMH, MOHULITHUAK NPUCTYNAE
JyrocnaBsuje TpojHOM nakTy.

OAroBOPHOCT jyrOCIOBEHCKHUX BNACTH 3@ YHULITEHE HALMOHANHOT )OHAA Hanasu ce, npe cBera,
Yy KOHTHHYMPAHOM HWrHOpHCaky notpede aa ce HapoaHoj dbudnnoteun Cpbuje 0de3dean HaMEHCKH
rpaheH odjekart, o4HOCHO Aa ce npeny3smy oarosapajyhe mepe 3a du3nuky 3awTtuty doHaa o
OMAaCHOCTH M3a3BaHUX E€IEMEHTAPHUM HEMOroAama, NPUPOAHUM KaTacTpodama WAU OpYKAHWUM
CyKoduma.

1o 3Hauajy W MHTEH3WUTETY NOCIe1La, TEPLUHjAPHY OATOBOPHOCT CHOCE YNPAaBHUK M 0CO0/bE 3D0r
Heunmwera. Tpeda, NpuTom, HaracuTu Aa cy osnawhewa M MOryhHOCTH 3@ HMXOBO AENOBAKE, Y
AATUM OKOJTHOCTUMA, dH1ne BEOMa OrpaHUueHe.

HauucTmuke okynauuoHe BNacTH, Kao M KBUCIMHLUKE BAACTH nog ynpasom Ahumosuha u Heguha,
dune cy cBecHe yMmweHuue na HapogHa dudnuorteka Cpduje Huje morna aa dyae nerMTMMaH patHy
UMb Te cy hopmMHpane aBe KOMHUCHje 3a yTBpHHBaHE y3poKa NPONacTH T€ YCTAHOBE M EHWUX 3DMPKH.

MpBy komwucuHjy copmupana je KBUCIMHWEKA T3B. Komecapcka ynpaBa Mwunana Ahumosuha
nouyeTkom jyna 1941. roguHe; unnuuau cy je Kupuno Januh (npeaceanuk), Unuja Mamysmh u Munan
Byjaxnuja (unanosu). HakoH u3sBewwTaja npudasbeHnx o4 ynpaBHuKka Mnvha n dudnnoteukor ocodsmwa,
Kao W 0J BULLE OYEBMAALA Aorahaja, KOMKCH)ja e 3aKbyuurna aa je Ao nponactv HapoaHe budnuoteke
Cpbuje powno ycnes cnineta CIOXKEHWX OKOAHOCTM M gorahaja uume je ynpaBHuka [lparocnasa
Mnuha ocnoboauna oaroBopHoctH. Kako 10, no ceemy cyaehu, 3a OKynaurMoHe U KBUCMHLLKE BNACTH
HWje NPeACTaB/balo OYEKMBAHHW U XKEBEHH UCXOA, KBUCIMHLIKO T3B. MMHMCTApCTBO npocseTe je, 17.
centemdpa, 0CHOBAN0 HOBY KOMHCH]y, KOjy Cy UMHHUAKU npod. ap [pryp Jakwwuh (npeacenHuk), npod. Ap
MwunaH Bnajunau, npod ap. [perop YpemowHuk v Jumutpuje Bojkosuh (unanosm). HakoH JodujeHmx
MMCAHWX M3BELLTAjA U AOAATHUX M3jallbEeha OBA KOMHCHjA je nmpubasuna AoaatHe UHMOpMaAUM)e,
YCMEHWM MyTEM, 0f, CBUX PENEBAHTHHUX ML KOja Cy MOIM1a MMATH HEMOCPEAHA Ca3Haka y BE3M Ca
TparnyHom cynduHom Hapoane dubnvoteke Cpbuje. Komucuja je pan okoHuana 29. okrodpa 1941.
rOfMHE Kaja je KBUCIMHLLKOM T3B. MUHMCTApCTBY NPOCBETE NPOCAEAUIA U3BELUTAj CAa MULLIBEHEM O
y3pouurma nponactv Hapoane dudnuoteke Cpduje v HauMoHanHor dubaroteukor poHaa:

Kpusuua wito je HapogHna dudnuoiiieka usiopena u Wimo je y woj Gpoiano cee CaxyibeHo
KIUMEBHO HAPOGHO dnato iaga, y peom peqy, Ha 0gI0BOPHE BULIE gP)KABHE 6ACTIU g0 6.
aupuna 1941. ToguHe, Koje ce, u lopeg ceeia 3ay3umared yiapasa u upujaiessa Hapogre
oudnuottexe ocne Yjegurerd, HUcy dociapane ga jegha Waked 6a)KHa yCiaHosd goduje
MogepHy 3ipagy ca OelioOHUPaHUM THpe30puMd, y Kojuma je jeguHo Molyhe ouyeaitiu
gpaioueHe pyKouuce U Kruie, y ciyudjy mMa Kaxkeor doxapad. Ha gpyiom meciiy, apodaciau
bubnuottiexe goiipuvena je u ognyka MuHuctwapciiea dpocseiie | fos. op. 15, og 3.
atpuna 1941. fog., Kojom je duno HapeheHo ga ce Hu HapogHa dudnuotieka Hu gpyie
fipoceeiliHo-KynitiypHe yciiaHose He ogHecy u3 beoipaga, 3001 3007 woia witio MUHUCAp
80jCKe HUje MoTdo gattiu gogattiHa Apeso3Ha cpegciuea. [...] Hatiocnetky, bubnuottiexa je
dpoiana u 3601 Wola Wiwo ce 0 H0j HUKO HUje CIIapao y woky camor bomoapgosarea. |...]
U3 ceux tpudpanux dogamwaxa usnasu: ga ocoove Hapogre dudnuoiexe, y um ganuma,
HUje OUN0 HA BUCUHU, TOWTIO HUJeGaH YUUHOBHUK HU HOCTY)KUIGED HUje 0duwao 3ipagy y
oKy Uoxapa 6. u 7. aipund, anu ga kpusuua 3a dpodaciu budnuottiexe utiax He Moxe
Aactmu Ha 080 UNU OHO TUUE, HETO HA CTAUUAJ CBUX HABEGEHUX HETOBO/LHUX OKOHOCTIU.



To cy dunu 3aKby4UM KOMHCH)E O y3pouuma cTpaaarwa HapoaHe dudnuoreke Cpouje.

YOu/bMBO je Aa CE y OBOM M3BELLTAJY HUj€JHOM HE CMIOMHLE OATOBOPHOCT HEMPHjaTesba 3@ U3HEHALHO
W BUILEAHEBHO DomdapaoBawe beorpaaa, WTo je pe3ynTMpano YHULWTEHEM 3aka YU 30UpKK Ccpncke
HauWOHanHe dubnuvoTeke. YNpKOC TOME, U3BELUTAj OBE KOMMUCH)je 3a YTBpHHUBae y3poKa CTpaaama
HapoaHe dbubnvoteke Cpduje npeactasba 3HAYajaH UCTOPHJCKK M3BOP KOjU CBEOYM O OTBOPEHHM
MOKYLIAjUMa AA CE, AaHTAXKOBABEM KBUCIMHLIKMX OpPraHa BNaCTH, YYHHHU CBE KAKO OM Ce MpUMapHO
0ArOBOPHH 0CN1000KMM CBAKE KPUBHLE 33 MOUYUHEHW PATHH 3/104HMH YHHULUTaBaka Ky1TypHOr Hacieha.

Oga Tpujymda Bome g0 Tpujymda 3abopasa

OBaj ocBpT MOrao oM 1 aa, 3a NOAHACIOB, UMa TeEpMHMH Damnatio memoriae Koju NoTUYe U3 PUMCKOT
MpaBa, a OAHOCK Ce Ha uHrepeHuuWjy CeHata aa ,npotepa M3 jaBHOr ceharba” MOYMHWOLE HAjTEeXMX
npectyna. TpaHCMOHYjJEMO /I TO y CaBPEMEHO J0Da, MOXEMO pehH Aa CMO CBEAOLIM CBOJEBPCHE MPUMEHE
Damnatio memoriae Ha aorahaje v IMYHOCTH KOje Cy 3104enMma odenexune pasaodmwe Jpyror cBeTckor
pata. Kao fa cMo camu cede ocyanny Ha 3adpaHny ceharba 1 THME LLIMPOM OTBOPW/W BpPaTa MCTOPHJCKOM
PEBHU3HOHH3MY W PENaTUBM3ALIMjH OHOTA LUTO CE JECHIO0 Y TOM TPAarHUHOM NMEPHOLY.

Ho, KpeHumo peaom...

Kapa je, 1935. roguHe, Jlenn PudpeHwTan okoHYana pag Ha CBOM HQj3HAYAJHUJEM JOKYMEHTAPHOM
ocTBapemy, TpHjyMdy Bo/bE, HWje Brna HY CBECHA YHHEHHLIE A je OCTaBWNA jeAHO Of HAjApPaAroLeHHjuX
CBEI0YAHCTABA O CYLITHHH HAUMCTUYKE Haeonorvje. HecyMbHBO JapOBMTA A YOUM 3HAYajHE MOMEHTE,
CLEHEe W u3jaBe, OHA je MpoM3Bena CBOjeBPCHY (HAMCKY anoTeo3y anconyTHOr 371a koje je Beh Taga
OTBOPEHO NMOKAa3WBaN0 CBOjy AECTPYKTUBHY DMT.

Ybp30 nocie nodese Ha napnameHTapHUM M3bopuma y Hemaukoj, nouetkom 1933. roaune, gowno je
10 NPBHX jaBHUX JEMOHCTPALMjA MPXKHbE W JECTPYKLMjE Y OKBUPUMA HEMAUKOT ApyLITBa. U Ty Aonasumo
[0 MojaBe Koja je, TPAjJHUM TparMyHUM MocNeaMuaMa U HEABOCMUCIEHOM MP3MTE/LCKOM MOPYKOM, Y
MOTMYHOCTH OCBETNMAA CaMy CYLUTHHY HALIMCTUUKe HAeonorvje 31a. buno je To MacoBHO M OpraHM30BaHO
CNA/bMBAKE KHHTA.

Jlomaue op KrbHra, Koje cy upom Hemauke opraHrsoBaHe og maja 1933. roavHe, dune cy camo yBoa y
OPraHW30BaHO U CUCTEMATCKO NPETBAPAHLE Jby M, YUTABUX JPYLUTBEHHMX rPpyna v Hapoaa y npax. Cnamyjyhu
3Harba CaApMKaHa y ,HEHEMAUKUM” KiHIrama, HaUMCTH Cy CNPOBOJMIW BOJbY A C€, C NOAjEAHAKUM KApOM,
0dpauyHajy ca XyMaHWCTHUKMM BPEAHOCTMMA KOje Cy MpeacTaB/bane MOTNyHY CYMPOTHOCT CYLUTHHH
FHXOBE UAEONOTH)E.

AKUMjy Cna/biBarba KrbWra MOKpeHyo je [MaBHW ypen 3a Wwramny W nponaraHgy Hemauke cryaeHtcke
opraHu3auyje. atyM MHULMPaHa Te aKLHje CUMDOTMUKH j€ BaXKaH M 3@ HALLY HALMOHAJTHY UCTOPH]Y: pau Ce 0
6. anpuny 1933. roguHe. [pBe TOMaYE HAUMHHEHE Of KHUra MIaHyJIe Cy, LUIMPOM HEMAUYKHX YHUBEP3HUTETCKUX
ueHTtapa, Beh 10. maja ucte roguHe. [Npakca yHULITaBaka KibKra v Apyrix CermeHara KyamypHor Hacneha Ha
TepUTOpHju Hemauke, a NoTom KM patom 3axBaheHrx eBpONCKHUX 3eMasba, d1na je HacTaB/beHa y HapeaHUM
roavMHama, KynMrHupajyhin ynpaso 6. anpuna 1941. ronune, kapa je y beorpasy nnanyna Hajgeha nomaua o,
KrbMra y untaBoj EBponu — HapogHa dbubnnoteka Cpduje. buno je, aakne, notpedHo CBera HEKOMKO roAMHA
1A JaCHO MU3PAXKEHA BO/bA 3d YHULLITEHEM CBETa LUTO je NPEeACTAB/ba/I0 HErALMjy CPXKH HALMCTHUUKE MAE0NOorHje
JOXHBH CBOj , TPHjyMD” yNpaBo y NPECTOHHULIM Majie eBPONCKE APKABE.

3actpawyjyhr HM3 NOMaya, Ha KOjUMAa Cy YHWLUTABAHE HAjOPArOLEHHJE KibMre CTBApaHe, YyBaHE W
WLLYMTaBaHe BEKOBMMA, OKOHYAH je ynpaso y beorpaay npe nyH1x cefamaecet net roauHa.

YKOMMKO NPaBHIHO Pa3syMeMO CYLUTHHY M LM/bEBE HALIMCTUUKE Haeonoruje, dhe Ham jacHo Aa je oHa,
usmely ocranor, Texyna noTnyHoj eMMMHHALMJU HENOXKE/bHUX NOjeANHALA, APYLUTBEHWX IPYNa U YUTABHUX
HauWja. Ta W TakBa e€nMMHHAUMja CNMPOBOHEHA j& CHCTEMATCKM, OPraHW30BaHO W MPABHO YTEMELEHO
UMTABMM HU30M 3aKOHCKMX aKaTa, KOjW Cy Taj MOHCTPYO3HW MOJYXBAT Y3AMIIM HA HUBO 3/104MHA Came
Ap:ase. buno je noTpedbHo He camo (U3HUUKK YHULITHTH JbyACKO DKhe, Beh U3BPLUMTH W HEeroBy MOTMyHY
AEXYMAHH3aLMjy, a1 U MNAHCKH YITIOHWTH CBE TPAroBe HEroBOT NOCTOjatba. [apanenHo ca enMmMHHaLmjom
JbyM, HECTajali Cy W TParoBH HHUXOBOr MOCTOjara, NMOCEDHO HAjaparOLEHH)U CETMEHTH KyITypHOT
Hacieha. LUusm je dro n3dpucatv u3 ceharba CBe OHe Yrje NOCTojatbe HUje DKo NOKEBHO Y HALMCTUUKOM
CBETY Y HACTajamby.

U 1y, Ha oapeheH HauMH, J0Ia3MMO 10 UCTOPH)CKOT TPEHYTKA Y KOME Cy Ce Cycpeny Tpujymd Bosbe Aa ce
MPUCTYNH YHULLTERY Jby 1, MATEPHJASTHUX W KYNTYPHUX J0Dapa, TpHjyMd nnameHa, KOjH je HCTOBPE-MEHO
NpeACTaBbao METOA CNpoBOhera NOTNyHe AECTPYKLUMJE U HEH CUMDON W, KOHAYHO, TpHjyMd 3adopasa,
KOJU YHHH jefHY 0, OCHOBHMX OJIMKA HALIEr NOjeAMHAYHOr M 33j€AHHUKOr OAHOCA Mpema CTpaxotama
Jlpyror cBeTCKor pata y HallOj 3eMJbH.

[MyHMXx ocamaeceT rofrHa HAKOH noyeTka [lpyror CBETCKOr paTa Ha CBOjoj Teputopuju Cpduja ce v game
CY04aBa Ca UCTOPHjCKUM PEBU3UOHH3MOM YUME HErOBH MPOTArOHUCTH MOKYLLIABAjY Ad, MAKAp U HECBECHO,
0CTBape NOUIEAHH O TPH HKebeHA UMba (TpHjymda) HaUMCTHUKE Haeonorvje — Tpyujymd 3abopasa.






lNpowao je jow jeaaH 6. anpua, oCamaeceTy oA u3dbujamwa [pyror CBeTCKOr pata. Y HAaLWEM Ciyuajy,
OH cafpxu nocedHy cumdonuky. MNopep cTpagara jbyau U MaTepujanHux godapa, npse carte [pyror
CBETCKOI paTta Ha HAWEM Ty ODENEXWIO0 je MIAHCKO YHUIUTEHE Haj3HayajHHje 3DMpKE MOKPETHE
KynTypHe dawTuHe y oBom aeny EBpone — HapoaHe dudnunoteke Cpouje.

U oBor 6. anpuna okynuau cy ce Kpaj kpatepa Ha KocaHunheBom BeHLy, 0Dpacnor y KopoB W Hal
3abopas, ManodpojHu NojearHUM, CBECHW TparMyHUX nocneguua domdapaosara, nokywasajyhu aa
CBMMA HAaMa YKaxKy Ha noTpedy Aa Ce NOKaNWTET ypeau, jep OBAKO CBEA0UH O TpHjymdy BObE Aa Ce,
MIAaMEHOM, NOCTUTHE TPHjyMd YHHLITEHA U 3aD0opaBa.

Ja nv he 0Bo jydrnapHo oKyn/bake YpOAWUTH MIOAOM, OCTaje Aa Ce BUAH. [1a 1M CMO CE U OBE TOAWHE
33J0BO/bHIM MaHHECTALMjOM 33 KOjOM Hehe ycneauTh KOHKpeTHW note3n? [la nv hemo J03BONUTH
Aa 3N10KOOHA BO/bA, HACTANA Y HALMCTHUKOj HemMaukoj noyeTkom TpUAECETHX FOAMHA MPOLIOT BEKA,
KpO3 NJameH KOjH joll yBeK TMa Ha KocaHunheBom BeHuy, Tpujymdyje Hawmum 3abopasom? To cy
MWTaka KOja TPAXKe JeAHOCTABAH, a/ik OA4Jy4aH OArOBOP.

CBera HEKOTMKO KOPaKa Aenu Hac oA TpUjyMda BOJbe y NaameHy 4o Tpujymda 3adopasa. Mma Hac
KOjHW Ha TO He npucTajemo. [uTare je camo Aa /M HaC je JOBO/LHO.

Oprosop Tpeda Aa Aad CBAKO OA HAC, NOjeJUHAYHO.

Jejan Puctuh

DAMNATIO MEMORIAE

On 25 March 1941, the Kingdom of Yugoslavia joined the Tripartite Pact in Vienna. The event
hastened the inevitable attack by Nazi Germany, Fascist Italy and their allies on the country, re-
sulting in the destruction of the National Library of Serbia in Belgrade and its collections.

Looking back on the events that had taken place, Dragoslav lli¢, the then library director not-
ed, “The war could not be avoided”. Those words reflected the gloomy foreboding of impending
danger.

The enemy accumulated ground and air troops at Yugoslav borders in preparation for the at-
tack on the country whose citizens adamantly refused to be a part of the alliance that was causing
death and destruction of material goods and cultural heritage.

Belgrade, the capital of Yugoslavia, which the authorities had declared an open city, was among
the main targets of forthcoming enemy airstrikes. Even though international conventions banned
attacks on populated areas with open city status, the enemy still decided to bomb the old Europe-
an capital on the banks of the Sava and Danube. In preparation for the attack, enemy headquar-
ters decided to target a building at the address of 12 Kosancicev venac that had been home to the
National Library of Serbia for 20 years.

Although the thought that the library could be among the enemy targets was inconceivable,
the staff still took efforts to protect invaluable parts of library collections, which had been care-
fully collected for more than a century. The most precious items, handwritten books, were packed
in 38 fortified tin chests, each weighing over 80 kilograms. Early and rare books, letters and mag-
azines took up 22 fortified tin chests. Large-format newspapers and magazines that could not fit
the chests were packed in special cardboard cases. In total, 60 chests with valuable material and
an unknown number of large-format serial publications were prepared for evacuation. Also, the
Technical Department of the City of Belgrade provided two truckloads of lime and sand to physi-
cally protect the collections.



On the evening of 31 March, the Council of Ministers finally issued an act with evacuation in-
structions, which was to take place on 10 April. On 1 April before noon, director Ili¢ informed the
Ministry of Education that the valuable material was ready to be evacuated. During the same day,
the head of the Mobilization Department of the Ministry informed the library director that the val-
uable material would be relocated to the BlagoveStenje Monastery in the Ovcar-Kablar Gorge in
the late evening of 3 April or the early morning of the following day. However, later that day, the
president of the Council of Ministers, Army General Dusan Simovi¢, signed an order banning the
evacuation of Belgrade, which applied to citizens, institutions and the authorities.

In the early morning of 3 April, there was a sudden twist. Directors of the most important cul-
tural institutions and the State Press director were summoned to an urgent meeting with the min-
ister of education, Milo$ Trifunovi¢. He briefly informed them that a decision had been made to
abandon the plan to evacuate the valuable material and to leave everything in its place instead.

He said:

The minister of defence cannot spare a single wagon. Everything must remain here. The
1915 events could reoccur. Serbia could be defeated, in which case its army would leave
the country. How do you expect us to relocate all those things then? The government may
have no more than two aeroplanes at their disposal?

The feeling of helplessness of everyone present is reflected in Dragoslav Ili¢'s notes, in which he
claimed that they [...] complained about the decision and tried to explain that the collections would not
have to be moved abroad. They would rather just be moved from the institutions to another location for safe-
ty purposes. | tried to explain the circumstances within the building, mentioning a lack of a treasury and the
significance of the antique material at risk of being destroyed, which would be an irreparable loss. Others
complained about the areas they were in charge of but to no avail. ‘Place the valuable material in the base-
ment, and protect it in any way you can.’ Those were the last words he [Minister of Education Milo$ Trifuno-
vi¢] said before dismissing us.

The director and his associates had no choice but to act as per the minister’s instructions and do
their best to protect the collections from wartime danger on their own and within the set limits.
All the available staff took part in moving the 60 chests with the most valuable material into the
library basement, which was rather shallow and made of bricks. According to the director, it was
merely a meter below street level.

Since they had no more contact with the Ministry of Education or the outside world, which was
awaiting enemy attacks, the director decided to make a last-ditch effort to save the most impor-
tant items with the help of a librarian, Dorde Sp. Radojic¢i¢, whose brother happened to be Lieuten-
ant Colonel Zivojin Radoji¢i¢, head of the Transport Department of the General Staff.

The director begged him to send armed forces to aid the evacuation of rare items from the li-
brary collection.

The following day (Saturday, 5 April), at around 9 p.m., Dorde Sp. Radojici¢ was notified that the
military authorities had granted a truck and 10 soldiers to transport the chests to the Belgrade 1
railway station on Sunday, 6 April, at 10 a.m. Upon arriving at the railway station, the chests would
be loaded into 3 wagons of a special military train scheduled to depart from the capital on Mon-
day, 7 April, at 7:43 a.m. The train would transport the valuable material to the Jelen-do railway
station near PoZega. After that, the library staff would take the material to the Blagovestenje mon-
astery in the Ovcar-Kablar Gorge.

All they could do was wait.

The day tragedy stroke dawned crisp and clear.

Director lli¢ and his associates arrived at the library as early as 6:20 a.m. The truck and the sol-
diers were supposed to arrive around 10 o’clock to load the chests and transport them to the rail-
way station. Sadly, instead of the expected truck and soldiers, the frightened residents of the capi-
tal, who had just woken up, were met with the sound of hundreds of enemy fighter jets and bomb-
ers looming over their heads.

The bombing of Belgrade, which would last for several days, had begun.

The event marked the beginning of the merciless destruction of the old European capital and the
rest of the Kingdom of Yugoslavia.

The country was in a state of war.

The first airstrike on Belgrade began around 6:50 a.m. and lasted until 9 a.m. As a result of the
devastating bombing of the city area where the library was located, its windows shattered and the
woodwork and facade suffered some damages.

The second Nazi airstrike did not target the area where the library was located.

It wasn't until the third airstrike, which took place the same day, between 3:30 and 6 p.m., that
Kosancicev venac was bombed. Enemy aeroplanes approached from the direction of the Great War
Island and pelted the entire neighbourhood with incendiary bombs.



Octiauu 3gawa HapogHe Oubnuoiieke Cpduje u
HAUUOHANHOT dUONUOTUEUKOT (POHGA HAKOH HAUUCTIU-
uKoi Gomoapgosara

Leftovers of the National Library of Serbia’s building as
well as of the National Library Fund after Nazi bom-
bardment




The enemy attacked the part of the capital in the vicinity of the Serbian Orthodox Church Patri-
archate (though the building was not targeted), all the way to Varos-kapija, Obilicev venac, Brank-
ova and Karadordeva streets.

In that airstrike, the National Library of Serbia was hit. Based on eyewitness testimony, it hap-
pened around 3:30 p.m.

Dr Radoslav Gruji¢, director of the Serbian Church Museum, which was located at the Princess
Ljubica's Residence at 8 Bogojavljenska Street (nowadays Sime Markovica Sreet), left a valuable ac-
count of the event. In his description of how he was able to extinguish an incendiary bomb fire, which
he had spotted at the museum yard after the Germans ceased fire around 4 p.m., he also mentioned
that a huge fire was burning from the direction of the National Library of Serbia the entire night.

In the early morning of 7 April, Gruji¢ found himself in front of the National Library of Serbia.

When | realised the fire had engulfed the National Library of Serbia rather than the Graph-
ic Department of the State Press, | was petrified. To me, that was the most difficult mo-
ment of the entire bombardment of Belgrade. By the time | arrived, the fire had already
destroyed the rear end of the building facing Zadarska Street, reaching the rear basement
area. It had not yet reached the front basement area. Since | knew that invaluable and ir-
replaceable manuscripts, incunabula and old archival material were kept at the front end
of the building, | ran, utterly distraught, toward Varo$ kapija hoping fo get someone to
help me locate firefighters to try to save anything left to be saved. [...] During the night, the
fire engulfed the remaining part of the library, reaching the front basement area. It kept
burning the entire night. By the time | arrived the following (third) day, everything had
already been destroyed. All | could see was a giant pile of debris representing the remains
of our national and spiritual heritage, collected and stored at the National Library for over
a century.

Based on the testimonies, it can be concluded that the library was probably first hit at the rear
end of the roof by one incendiary bomb, or maybe two at most. The ensuing fire smouldered for
quite a while under the roof, so it could have easily been buried under the sand that had been de-
livered on time. Unfortunately, no one was at the library at those crucial moments, so the blaze ul-
timately engulfed the entire building.

The devastating fire caused by incendiary bombs that hit the building on Sunday, 6 April, around
3:30 p.m., swept through the library by 6 p.m. Since no one showed up to put it out, it kept burn-
ing until Wednesday, 9 April.

The reason the Germans targeted precisely the National Library of Serbia lies at the core of the
Nazi ideology of the period between 1933 and 1945. Their racial theory, which gradually shaped
multiple laws, was based on a conception that the Aryan race was superior to others. As a result,
people of other races and nations were arrested, persecuted, deported and eradicated. Wiping out
all material, historic and cultural traces of their existence was a “legitimate” aim of German au-
thorities, armed forces and other military organisations. Consequently, they plundered and sys-
tematically destroyed their opponents’ cultural heritage, not just during armed conflicts but also
throughout occupation periods. Therefore, it comes as no surprise that the National Library of Ser-
bia was among the “legitimate” targets.

The multiday airstrike in Belgrade, which had devastating consequences, was a war crime against
civilians, material goods and cultural heritage.

After the collapse of Nazi Germany, Colonel-General Alexander Lehr surrendered to the Brit-
ish. They extradited him to Yugoslavia, the country where he had committed the most atrocious
war crimes. At the beginning of May 1945, while giving his testimony to Yugoslav officers in Kupi-
nec near Zagreb, Lehr pointed out that he had been given the order to destroy Belgrade by Hitler
himself.

The first airstrike was supposed to destroy the National Library of Serbia, and, afterwards,
we were to move on to military targets.

Those were Lehr's words. When the surprised officers asked him why the library was the first tar-
get, he said:

Because it preserved centuries-old elements of Serbian cultural identity.

His statement left no doubt as to why German political and military leaders had decided to tar-
get the National Library of Serbia.

Based on the legal principle according to which the Forum patriae victimae may be competent to
try the case, the Yugoslav Military Court in Belgrade conducted the trial. Alexander Lehr received
the death penalty.

Responsibility for the destruction of the library collections can be attributed to multiple factors.
The main responsibility lies with the political and military leaders of Nazi Germany, Fascist Italy
and their allies, who attacked the Kingdom of Yugoslavia without a declaration of war by launch-
ing a multiday airstrike in its capital. However, Yugoslav ministers of education who ignored the



appeals of the library director to secure the necessary conditions to properly store the material by
investing in a building specifically built for that purpose are also to blame. Some responsibility can
also be attributed to director Ili¢ and his staff for failing to take certain measures to protect the
material before and during the bombardment.

Still, the Nazi political and military leaders are the main culprits for the destruction of the li-
brary. Many historical sources indicate that the aim of the sudden attack was not just to defeat the
country but also to ruthlessly punish its citizens for having symbolically annulled the accession to
the Tripartite Pact only a few days before.

The responsibility of Yugoslav authorities lies, above all, in the fact that they continually ignored
the need for an object purposefully constructed to house the National Library of Serbia. They
failed to take the necessary measures for the physical protection of the collections from dangers
caused by extreme weather conditions, natural disasters or armed conflicts.

Tertiary responsibility, by the significance and scope of the consequences, can be attributed to
the library director and his staff for inaction. However, it must be pointed out that their duties and
responsibilities were fairly limited in such circumstances.

The Nazis and the Quisling regime led by A¢imovi¢ and Nedi¢ were well aware of the fact that
the National Library of Serbia could not be a legitimate war target, so they formed two commis-
sions to determine the cause of the destruction of the library and its collections.

The first Commission was formed in July 1941 by the so-called Commissioner Government, a
puppet government headed by Milan A¢imovic. Kirilo Jani¢ was the president, while Ilija Mamuzi¢
and Milan Vujaklija were the members.

After having obtained reports submitted by director Ili¢ and library staff, as well as eyewitness
accounts, the Commission concluded that the library was destroyed due to a combination of com-
plex circumstances and events. Director Ili¢ was relieved of any responsibility. As this did not seem
to be the desired outcome of the investigation in the eyes of the collaborationist authorities, the
Ministry of Education founded a new commission on 17 September. It included Grgur Jaksi¢ (pres-
ident), Milan Vlajinac, Gregor Cremos3nik and Dimitrije Vojkovi¢ (members). After having obtained
written reports and additional statements, the Commission gathered oral statements from anyone
who was able to provide a first-hand account of the tragic event. The Commission finished its re-
port on 29 October 1941 and submitted it to the Quisling Ministry of Education, which stated the
following conclusion:

The state authorities that headed Serbia until 6 April 1941 are the main culprits for the
destruction of the National Library and the entire written cultural heritage stored there.
Despite all efforts by the library director and other people inclined to the National Library
of Serbia after the Unification, the then authorities failed to provide a modern building
with concrete vaults that would be able to protect valuable books and manuscripts in case
a fire broke out for any reason. The Ministry of Education is also to blame, due to the De-
cision 1 conf. No 15, dated 3 April 1941, stating that neither the library collections nor
those of any other educational or cultural institution could be taken from Belgrade since
the minister of defence could not provide additional means of transport. [...] Last but not
least, the library was destroyed because no one took care of it during the bombardment.
[...] From all the collected data, it can be concluded that the library staff were not up to
the task at the time because no one checked up on the building while it burned on 6 and 7
April. However, not a single individual can be blamed because of the combination of all the
unfavourable circumstances.

Those were the conclusions by the Commission on the reasons why the library was destroyed.

As can be seen, the report failed to mention the responsibility of the enemy for the sudden, multi-
day airstrike in Belgrade aimed at destroying the library and its collections. Still, the report is a signif-
icant historical source testifying to overt attempts to absolve the main culprits of the responsibility
for having committed a war crime of cultural heritage destruction, with the help of a Quisling regime.

From the Triumph of the Will to the Triumph of Oblivion

The subtitle of this review could be Damnatio memoriae, a term from Roman law referring to the
power of the Senate to exclude the worst perpetrators from official accounts. If we transpose this
into modern times, we can say that we are witnessing a Damnatio memoriae against the horrible
events and persons who committed the atrocities that marked the Second World War era. The con-
demnation of memory we inflicted upon ourselves paved the way to historical revisionism and rela-
tivisation of the events that had taken place in that tragic period.

But, let's start from the beginning.



3gawe HapogHe oéudnuoitieke Cpduje Ha Kocawuu-
hesom eenuy y beoipagy og 1921. go 1941. foguHe

National Library of Serbia’s building, Kosancicev venac,
Belgrade, from 1921 till 1941




[nasa nasa — cauysanu geo Kepamoinacimuxe ca 3garwa Hb6C
Ha Kocanuuhesom geHuy
Lion head — preserved parts of the NLS building’s fassade

In 1935, when Leni Riefenstahl completed her most significant documentary, Triumph of the Will,
she could not have imagined that it would become one of the most valuable testimonies to the es-
sence of Nazi ideology. Undeniably gifted to select striking moments, scenes and statements, the au-
thor was able to produce a unique cinematic apotheosis of absolute evil, which even at that time, did
not shy away from showing its destructive nature.

Soon after the Nazis won the German parliamentary election in 1933, their earliest public displays
of hatred and destruction began festering German society. The essence of the Nazi ideology of evil
was manifested in the organised and systematic destruction of books —an act of hatred that had ir-
reparable, devastating consequences. The bonfires of burning books set up throughout Germany
since May 1933 were merely an introduction to mass pulverisation of entire social and ethnic groups.
Burning non-German books was the Nazis’' way of dealing with humanistic values, which conflicted
with the basic principles of their ideology.

The book-burning initiative was started by the Main Office for Press and Propaganda of the Ger-
man Student Organization on a date that has a symbolic value for our national history —6 April 1933.
The first book bonfires were started in German university centres on 10 May of the same year. The
infamous tradition continued in the following years, first all over Germany and later also through-
out the war-stricken countries, culminating precisely on 6 April 1941, with the biggest book bon-
fire in Europe — the National Library of Serbia. So, it took merely a few years for the triumph of de-
struction over everything contrary to the essence of Nazi ideology in the capital of the small Eu-
ropean country.

The horrifying series of bonfires that destroyed the most valuable books, created, stored and
read for centuries, ended with the event in Belgrade that took place seventy five years ago.

If the essence and aims of Nazi ideology are understood correctly, it becomes clear that, among
other things, the aim was to systematically eliminate unwelcome individuals, social groups and en-
tire nations. The process was well-organised and had legal backing in multiple laws and regulations
raising the monstrous undertaking to the level of state crime. Ending people’s lives did not suffice,
they aimed for total dehumanisation and systematic removal of all traces of their existence. While
killing people, the Nazis also simultaneously wiped out the traces of their existence, particularly
the most valuable segments of their cultural heritage. The aim was to erase the memory of anyone
who had no place in the rising Nazi world.
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And now we come to the historic meeting point of the triumph of the will to initiate the destruc-
tion of people and their material and cultural heritage, the triumph of the flame, which was si-
multaneously a means and a symbol of destruction and, ultimately, the triumph of oblivion —one
of the main characteristics of our individual and collective relationship towards the World War 11
atrocities committed in our country.

It's been eighty years since Serbia became involved in World War 11, and the country is still fac-
ing historical revisionism, whose protagonists are, whether intentionally or not, trying to achieve
the last of the three aims (triumphs) of Nazi ideology — the triumph of oblivion.

Another 6 April is behind us, the 80th one since the beginning of World War II. In our case, that
day is characterised by particular symbolism. Aside from the destruction of people and material
goods, the first hours of the war on our ground included systematic devastation of the most im-
portant movable cultural heritage collection in this part of Europe, which was kept at the Nation-
al Library of Serbia.

On this year’s 6 April commemoration, merely a few people aware of the tragic consequences
of the bombardment gathered around the crater at Kosanci¢ev venac, overgrown with weeds and
oblivion, to point to the need to restore the site because, as it is, it is no more than a proof of the
triumph of the will to achieve the triumph of destruction and oblivion.

Whether this jubilee gathering will bear fruit remains to be seen. Are we going to let this year's
manifestation go without being followed by any concrete moves? Are we going to let the sinister
will of the 1930s Nazi Germany triumph with our oblivion, through the flames still smouldering at
Kosancic¢ev venac? Those questions require a simple but decisive answer.

We are only a few steps away from the triumph of the will in flames to the triumph of oblivion.

Some of us will not conform to that. The question is whether there are enough people with that
attitude.

That's a question for all of us to answer individually.

Dejan Ristic¢

OCAMJECET TrOAHUHA O CIMAJbUBAKLA HAPOAHE BUB/TMOTEKE Y BEOTPALLY

LWectror Anpuna 1921 nnaHvpaHa je u3rpaamwa Oeorpancke dubnvoteke Ha KocaHunheBom
Benuy. Lector anpuna 1941 dubnuoteka je cpyweHa. Y npea aBa Haneta, KocaHuuhes BeHay je
bdombapaoBaH KOHBEHUWOHANHUM Dombama. bubnuoteka je owrteheHa anu He dartanHo. Y Tpehem
MOKYyLLajy, aBUOHW Cy HaneTenyd v3 npasua Benukor PatHor OcTpBa W Cpyuunu TepeT 3anabUBUX
domdu. 3rpaaa je ropena ABa AaHa. YHULWTEH je KibkxHU hoHa o 500.000 ceesaka, 1424 hupunckux
pYKOMM1Ca 1 NOBEba O ABAHAECTOT A0 CEAAMHAECTOr BEKA, YHULUTEHA je kapTorpadcka v rpaduruka
30dupka o 1500 dpojesa, 4000 yaconumca v 1800 HacnoBa HOBMHA, U HEJOBO/LHO NMPOYY€Ha 30MpKa
TYpCKUX JOKymeHata 0 Cpduju, MHKyHAdyne W CTape WTaMNaHE KHMIe U LENOKyMHa Mpenucka
3HAYajHUX JIMYHOCTH M3 KYNTYpE M nonuTuuke ucropuje Cpduje u Jyrocnasuje. YHUWTEHE Cy HYHE
dbubnunorteke Byka Kapayuha, Jocuteja Odpanosuha, hype Jannuvha, JaHka Ladapwrka. Hecranu
Cy CBM MHBEHTAPH U KaTanosu HapogHe bubnroteke Cpduje. YHUILTEHE Cy KbHIe Ha BULLE je3UKa KOje
Cy NOKpHBA/ie NEPUOA OA rOTOBO XWbady roauHa. MNamewe Hapoaue bubnnoteke Cpduje y beorpaay
je MOXAa HajBehH NOjeAMHAYHH 3N04YMH HAJ KYITYpHOM DalTuHoMm y [ipyrom CBeTckom party.

Kannd Omap ce nomume Kao pyluMTeb anekcaHapujcke dudnvorteke anu ce 0dMuHO npehyTkyjy
KONTCKH XPHLIYAHCKK BENMKOAOCTOjHUK Teodunyc us AnekcHaapwuje v Llesap koju je yruwtro 40,000
ceuTaka. [peu nanunauy dudnuoteke dro je kuHecku uap LLux XyaHr Tu. OH je yHUILTHO KhbHre Koje
Cy My NPETXOAMIE K NOYED U3rpaary KMHecKor 3uaa. LLnx Xyaur Tu je B0 npBM any He U nocnenwu
B1aAap KOjH je Nasro KrMre 1 noau3ao 3vaose. 3rpaga HapogHe budnuoteke Cpduje y beorpaay je
3anasbe€Ha Nno JIMYHOM Hapeherwy yoBeka Koju je FaBpuna MNpuHUMna Ha3Bao haHaTUKOM. XHTIEp je
Mocao NOBEPHO reHepany BasayxonaoBcTBa Anekcanapy Jlepy, Koju ce npenopyyyo TMMe LITo je A0
Temesba Cpywro Bapuuasy.

Tokom uene ucTopuje, yoBeyaHCTBO je ocehano HeytexeHy kebh 3a uutawem. Y cpearem
Beky Oubnuja je kowtana konuko W kyha. lMopea [duapoose eHuukioneguje, dudnuvorteka je,
HajAEMOKPATCKHKjHU MPOJEKT 3a KOjW 3HaM. Y H10j HE NOCTOjM TakBa CTBAp Kao WTO je “Tyhe”.



Ckuua Kapmioname Munana Baiie uuju je ayiop bp

Sketch of Milan Vapa's Paper Mill by Branko T¢

TpaBa je 3enenuja y Tyhem apopuuty. HoBek Dexu U3 Kyayka CBOjUX Hajawa Krura je npos3op 3a

YNa3aK y XHUBOT JPYruX .

- HYoBek je MawTa. — pekao je jeaan neeay. - OCTano je MajMyH.
budnuoteka je mecto mawire.

Huwra He npowupyje cody v rpaa kao budbanoreka.
be3 bubnuroTteke YoBEK je TPCKa KOja HE MUCIH.

Maxabdxapara kaxe:
AKo UaK/bUBO Cywiaiie Ha Kpajy helte Hoclattiu HeKko gpyiu.

Kjepkerop je o4dujao v Jbydbas 1 doratcrso.
[ajttie mu cwpacHu ocehaj HoleHYUjANHOCIIU. — 3aXTEBAO €.

brubuoTeka je MECTO NOTEHLMjaHOCTH.

AHppuh je xeneo aa nuiue o yyaecHom cheHoMeHy 03/paB/betba. BpeaHOCT KibKra ce Moxaa mepu

HbEHHUM JONPUHOCOM 034PAB/bERY.

budnuoteka je Eckynanos gom.
3a bopxeca paj, 3a Ekoa bor, bubnroteka je mecto Hagonaseher otkpuha.

XEMHHTBE] je peKao:
Hactwoj ga Hatuwew HajucuHuimujy peueHuuy 3a Kojy cu cocodaH.

E caa 3amucnute KOMMKO je y Toj u3ropenoj dudnuoteur dB1uno UCTUHA, YHUBEP3AHUX U OHUX KOje

Ceé 04HOCE Ha Hac.

Pykoiiucu He Tope u3pacta y credo quia absurdum.
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JlekoBu cy usropenu. lNpo3opu cy usropend. lNoTeHuujanHocT je usropena Metamopdose cy
usropene. MawrTa je ympna v MajMyH je TpujymcdoBao.

HapogaHna dbudnnoteka Cpouje je otBopeHa 6. anpuna 1973, Ha roaviubuLy dbomdapLoBama.
MoBosom 0bHOBE, AHApE Manpo Ham je MOKIOHHO PYKOMKMC CBOJE KrbHre 0 [ukacy. Tom npuarkom
J€ Hanucao:

Y cygOunu eawe budnuotieke, sugum cygouHy Hapoga KoMe cy Kynidypa u cnodoga jegHo.

Oprtera v [aceT je NPUMETHO A BONETH HEKY CTBAP 3HAYM CBUM CMIaMa HACTOjaTH Aa OHA NOCTOJH
Yak M Kaj He noctoju. OHO WTO BOAMMO, aCOLMPAMO Ca BPEAHUM W BEYHWUM CTBApuMma. [Muwyhu
0 TPayMH OCTaB/baMO OTILUKPWHYTA BpaTta [a KpO3 MyKOTWHY Npojpe CBeT1oCT. XKenumo Tpareaujy
Aa npetBopumo y nobeny. C jefHe CTpaHE TO je HAWBHO jep Je eCEHUWja MHOMMX KMBOTA HecTana
y nnameny. Ca gpyre ctpane, [lackan je pekao aa ako cy waHce ga bor u cmucao nocroje jenan
Hanpama [eceT, OH DM Ce W Jasbe KIaA1Oo Y Taj jeJaH MoCTo, Jep Je y TOME CBA HALla HAJa.

Bnagumup lMuwrano

EIGHTY YEARS SINCE THE BURNING OF THE NATIONAL LIBRARY OF SERBIA IN BELGRADE

On 6 April 1921, an initiative to build a library at Kosanci¢ev venac was launched. On 6 April 1941,
the library was destroyed. In the first two airstrikes, the library was bombed with conventional bombs.
The building suffered damages but was not yet destroyed beyond repair. In the third airstrike, aer-
oplanes approached from the direction of the Great War Island and dropped a load of incendiary
bombs. The library burned for two days. Around 500,000 books were destroyed, along with 1,424 Cy-
rillic manuscripts and charters dating from the period between the 12th and the 14th century, a col-
lection of maps and graphic art containing 1,500 items, 4,000 magazines, 1,800 newspaper titles,
as well as an insufficiently-studied collection of Turkish documents on Serbia, incunabula and early
printed books and entire correspondences of prominent figures from the domain of culture and po-
litical history of Serbia and Yugoslavia. Personal collections belonging to Vuk Karadzi¢, Dositej Ob-
radovi¢, Pura Danici¢ and Janko Safarik were also destroyed. All library inventories and catalogues
were lost, as well as books in multiple languages covering a period of almost 1,000 years. The burn-
ing of the National Library of Serbia in Belgrade may be the single most notorious crime committed
over cultural heritage in the Second World War.

Caliph Omar is usually referred to as the destroyer of the Library of Alexandria, but the Coptic
Christian Pope Theophilus of Alexandria and Caesar (who destroyed 40,000 scrolls) are rarely men-
tioned in this context. The first library fire-raiser was Chinese emperor Qin Shi Huang. He is remem-
bered as the ruler who burned almost all books of his time and began the construction of the Great
Wall. He was the first but not the last ruler who burned books and built walls. The National Library
of Serbia was set on fire on personal request by the man who called Gavrilo Princip a fanatic. Hit-
ler entrusted Alexander Lehr with this task because Lehr had already been successful in annihilat-
ing Warsaw.



beoipag Heiiocpegro HakoH Oombapgosara 6. u 7.
aipuna 1941. iogune

Belgrade shortly after the Nazi bombardment, 6—7th of
April 1941




Throughout the entire history, humankind has had an insatiable desire to read. In the Middle Ages,
the Bible was worth as much as an entire house. Aside from Diderot’s Encyclopaedia, the library is the
most democratic project | know of. In it, there is no such thing as the notion of something belonging
to someone else.

The grass is always greener in someone else’s yard. Humans run away from the forced labour of
their hopes. A book is a window to the lives of others.

In the words of a singer:
A man is his imagination. Without it, we are but monkeys.

The library is a place of imagination.

Nothing can enrich a room or a city like a library.
Without it, man is but a brainless reed.
Mahabharata said:

If you listen carefully, at the end you'll be someone else.

Kierkegaard refused love and riches.
Give me the passionate sense of the potential, he demanded.

The library is the abode of the potential.

Andri¢ wanted to write about the wonderful phenomenon of healing. The value of books can, per-
haps, be measured by their contribution to healing.
The library is Asclepius’ home.

The library is the place of emerging discovery. Borges calls it paradise, Eco says it can replace God.
Hemingway said:
All you have to do is write one true sentence. Write the truest sentence that you know.

Now imagine how much truth, both universal and peculiar to us, there was in the library that was
reduced to ashes.

Manuscripts do not burn is transformed into a credo quia absurdum.

Medications burned. Windows burned. The potential burned. Metamorphoses burned. Imagina-
tion died and the monkey triumphed.

The National Library of Serbia was re-opened on 6 April 1973 — the anniversary of the bombard-
ment. On that occasion, André Malraux gifted us with the manuscript of his book on Picasso. He
wrote, “In the destiny of your library, | see the destiny of the people to whom culture and freedom
are one”.

Ortega y Gasset noted that to love a thing means to strive to make it exist, even if it doesn't. We
associate what we love with the valuable and the eternal. By writing about trauma, we leave the door
ajar for light to come in through the crack. We would like to transform the tragedy into a victory. On
one hand, that's naive because the essence of many lives vanished in the flames. On the other hand,
Pascal said that if the chances that God and meaning exist are one to ten, he would still bet on the
one per cent, because that's where all our hope lies.

Vladimir Pistalo
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AyTOp M3n0X0€e U3paxasa 3axBanHoct [IpkasHom apxuBy Cpduje, Apxusy Jyrocnasuje, BojHom
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my3ejy, ®akynTeTy my3nuke ymeTHOCTH Yy beorpaay, bubnnorteuu rpasa beorpaaa, Penydnnukom
3aBOAY 3a 3aLUTHTY CMTOMEHHUKA KYIType, 3aBOAY 3a 3alITUTY CNOMEHHKA KynType rpasa beorpaaa
vy camoj HapoaHoj dudnuoteum Cpduje Ha npuanuM aa 0daBu MCTpaXkMBaha, Kao WU Ha rpahu
YCTYM/bEHO) 3a U3N0XKDY.

Takohe, ayTop 3axBamyje op yMm Hukonu PagocasmeBuhy, ayTopy NocTaBke, Kao U OpraHv3a-
Topuma u3noxde Mupjanu Cumocku, bojany ApdyTuHu u [ywany 310K0AMLM HA AONPUHOCY
FBEHOj YCNELWHO) peanrsaumju.
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